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 Slains and Collieston Community Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 4th March 2015 
 

Present: Roger Berl, Sally Sheehan, Nicole Bell, Julie Swan, Nora Harper, Charles Esson, 
Kerry Smith, Thomas Stewart 

 

Apologies: Councillor Merson, Councillor Davidson, Sheena Junor, Niki Tait, Huib Attema, 
Trish Davidson, Suzie Stewart,  

 

  

 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 
 

Approve minutes 
 
Proposed by Nicole Bell , seconded by Charles Esson 

 

  
Police Scotland 

  
Unable to attend. 

 
 

Matters Arising  The telephone kiosk door had been sent away for 

refurbishment.  

 Niki has completed the wall planner for the hall. 

 Ellon Advertiser had featured a photograph of 

Kerry and Thomas as the new Community 

Councillors. 

 Ideas welcomed from Community Councillors for 

questionnaire to go out after Easter. 

 Councillor Merson had written to the Principal 

Roads Engineer about increased parking. The 

Council may carry out a feasibility study, 

preliminary design and costing for additional street 

parking within the proposed area. The subject of 

insufficient parking is a perennial one which is 

difficult to resolve.  The first action to be taken is to 

contact the Estate to find whether any land is 

available to make an overflow car park. Some 

years ago, local residents - along with the 

Amenities Committee were active in improving the 

loop road in High Town. Involving members of the 

community to progress this issue thought be a 

good idea. Nicole offered to work on this. 

 Forvie Court appears to have car parking spaces 

that are unused, but it was very unlikely that this 

would be a solution.  

 Property had been asked about the Dolphin statue 

being sited on top of the shop/toilet block. If the 

chosen site were to go ahead it would require 

planning permission. An alternative suggestion 

was made to offer the dolphin to Forvie NNR. 

Charles was to raise the topic at an upcoming 

meeting of the Forvie panel, Nicole was to talk to 

the donors. 

 Burns Supper profit income revised to read £270. 

 Thank you letters received regarding the Senior 
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Citizens party. 

 Smugglers Cone opening on the 14
th
 March. 

 Saturday 6
th
 August was decided on for Gala 

2016. 

 
 
 
 
 

100 Club The Community Council discussed the introduction of the 

scheme.  Felt worth pursuing.  Draft arrangements will be 

emailed around the members for comment before sending 

out to the community.  

 
 
Everyone 

Secretary’s 
Report and 

Correspondence 

 The new filing cabinets had been delivered and 

the upstairs meeting room is now active. 

 An application to the Top Up fund had been 

submitted. 

 The ceilidh band, disco and lifeboat had all been 

contacted and have confirmed their attendance at 

Gala.  

 Ideas had been requested for this year’s raffle 

prizes, the gift vouchers continue to be popular 

and will be used again. 

 Mr Green from Ellon had contacted the 

Community Council about a photo taken by the 

late Mr Sutton. 

 Councillors Davidson and Merson had both 

requested information on Collieston’s defibrillators 

which may help Ellon CC acquire some of their 

own. 

 The Community Council decided to purchase a 

DVD for future film nights and to meet the cost of 

the room hire if there was a shortfall.  

 A recent Area Committee meeting had confirmed 

there are no current plans for any development in 

and around Collieston. The key planning objective 

being to “preserve the amenity and character of 

the settlement.”   

 Some of the Awards for All funding is to purchase 

a laptop and printer.  Members discussed having 

internet access and felt this would be beneficial.  

Sally was to contact Simplify Digital for the best 

deal for this area. This would incur a monthly 

charge. 

 The Community council discussed the Volunteer 

Friendly Awards scheme and decided to proceed 

with this. 

 Councillor Merson had been asked whether he 

could help the Community Council with several 

outstanding items concerning the Community 

Centre.  He had written to Property and was 

waiting on their reply. The items were the front 

door of the schoolhouse for two way entry, the car 

park outside the kitchen and the back wall of the 

schoolhouse garden. 

 Grass cutting – Aberdeen Grasscutters to be 

approached and asked for more regular cuts at an 
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increased cost.  

Correspondence to 3rd March 
Aberdeenshire Council Planning and Building Services - 

Formartine Area Delegated List January 2015 

Carol Crawford – Planning Conference 

Moira Muir, Formartine Community Safety Partnership – 

minutes and agenda 

Councillor Davidson, Councillor Merson + various re 

parking issues and siting of Dolphin 

Carol Crawford – community council questionnaire 

Annette Holland – re marquee hire 

Various re Aberdeenshire Sports Award nomination 

Inspector Harrison - Consultation on Police MMW Plans 

Red Sandy – Collieston Gala 

All sounds Disco – Collieston Gala 

Andy Brown – Collieston Gala 

Aberdeenshire Council Finance – community council 

Admin Grant 

Scottish Health Council – online survey re NHS newspaper 

Fiona Bell re Interpretation lecterns 

Red Nose Day community grant awards 

BT re Telephone Kiosk 

Michael Green re photo taken by Mr Sutton 

Furniture @Work re delivery of shelving 

Edith Macdonald Voluntary action Aberdeenshire re 

Volunteer friendly Awards 

Vicky McDonald Scottish Health Council – newsletter 

Gill Moir re 100 club 

Claire Robertson – community council funding 

questionnaire 

Claire Robertson – area Top Up bid 

Niki Tait – Community Planner 

Nicola Twine – Quiz night licence 

Formartine Partnership – Integration of Health and Social 
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Care – consultation meetings 

Aberdeenshire Council – Floor risk management 

(Scotland) Act 2009 

Huib Attema – current balance 

Councillors Davidson and Merson – defibrillators for Ellon 

Various re purchase of DVD 

Aberdeenshire Council re sports award nomination 

Michael Milligan re feu map 

SCVO membership 

Aberdeenshire Council – Aberdeenshire Local 

Development Plan 2015 

 
Financial update 

  
The overall balance at the time of the meeting was 
£14,797.38 (less committed funds of £2260.38) Some of 
this balance includes funding for AFA items etc. 
 

 

Planning No new applications this month.   
 

Well Being One resident had had a sudden hospital admission. 
 

 

Pier and 
Harbour 

No meeting had taken place this month, although contact 
had been made with the successful Port Errol harbour 
group who had offered their support to Collieston. 

 

Work Parties 
 

A “shed” work party will be held once it is known what is 
happening about the back wall.   
 

 
 

Blether 
 

Next edition should be produced around Easter time. Sally, 
Gill and Nicole to work on this.  

 

AOCB Boules dates to be included on the wall planner. 
 
Defibrillator training update would be a good thing to run 
again for all community members. 
 
Nicole asked what was to happen with the telephone box 
once it is repaired. Ideas are to be asked for in the next 
Blether. 
 
Concertina Door will be delivered shortly.  It had been 
hoped that this would be purchased through the Council, 
avoiding the cost of VAT.  However, due to their 
intransigent procurement methods this was not the case.  
The Community Council would therefore be meeting the 
cost in full. 
 
To support the Gala, CORC are offering to prepare a meal 
on the Saturday night and to work on the door and bar. 
The offer was warmly welcomed by everyone. 
 
Visiting boat teams would be welcome to camp overnight 
in the Glebe field at Gala time, this would give them 
access to the toilets etc. 
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More road signs or a speed bump felt to be needed for the 
top of the village to try to reduce speeding – Roads 
Department will be asked to advise.  
 
Recent road accidents at the Crossroads have also been a 
cause for concern.  Residents have asked if we would 
support their request for improved safety measures. All in 
agreement. 
 

 
Date of Next 

Meeting 
Wednesday1st April 2015 at 7pm. 

 


