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              COLLIESTON HARBOUR HERITAGE GROUP 

SCIO Number 44974 

               Minutes of the Meeting on 24th May 2016 

Present: Roddy Junor, Roger Berl, Anne Craig, Anthony Craig, Trish Davidson. 

Robin Mackie, Meg Wallace, Lewis Cowie and Councillor Isobel Davidson. 

Apologies: Sally Sheehan, David Burrows, Councillor Merson, Ewan & Trish Cowie 

(Committee send on their joint congratulations on the birth of their son Ethan 

Alexander Cowie), 

Approve minutes of 25th April:  Proposed: Trish Davidson   Seconded:  Roger Berl. 

Matters Arising:  Anne had been in touch with Alan White regarding the logo.  

(current version becomes distorted / pixelated when enlarged). He has generously 

offered to produce an updated logo which could be used on future 

publications/products…. awaiting receipt. 

Harbour boundary:  Councillor Isobel Davidson updated the attendees advising that 

communications were progressing with Councillors Merson, Davidson and David 

Geddie of Solicitors Simpson Marwick, and that Council were in process of 

formalising an account with company.  Isobel highlighted that verifying precise 

coordinates of the boundaries was delaying process as unable to locate the 10 maps 

which Steve Ritchie had produced.  Trish offered to discuss this with Paul Ritchie as 

presently whereabouts of the missing maps is causing a delay.  Isobel also 

confirmed that no further land would be purchased from the Estate at this time.  

The Scottish land registry has also contacted Isobel Davidson re the registration of 

the land as part of a national campaign to have all areas registered  

Work party:  Over the weekend of 14th / 15th May a work party was held where over 

100ft of vertical face of pier wall starting at ramp was filled and repaired.  It was 

agreed as being a very useful exercise and demonstrated the ability for vertical 

areas as within the work party’s range of competencies. It was identified that prior to 

start of future work parties a risk assessment should be conducted and a safety talk 

be given to discuss the work to be undertaken, identify the risks and explain safe use 

of equipment and materials being used. 

Purchase of equipment – It was discussed and agreed that to allow repairs to 

progress and take full advantage of favourable tide and weather conditions on an ad-

hoc basis that a generator, mixer and scaffolding tower should be procured.   

Roddy agreed to obtain costings and proceed.  Equipment to be stored in shed 

behind Centre along with cement and various tools and equipment purchased to 

date. 
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Financial update: Trish advised no significant changes from previous update (April 

balance £41,961.20.) It was noted that some costs are to be expected in relation to 

the materials and tools purchased along with scaffolding, mixer and possibly cutter 

hired from Ellon Timber. Trish also confirmed OSCR return has been resubmitted 

and accepted which brings us up to date.  Next report to be submitted by August 

2017. It was agreed that Trish give some flowers to thank her accounting 

acquaintance for her valuable assistance in reviewing and verifying the accuracy of 

the OSCR report.  

Proposed closure of toilets:  Isobel Davidson updated the group confirming that 

Council still plan to close all toilets by end of 2016.  The attendees all firmly opposed 

this proposal and it was stressed to Isobel Davidson that it was expected that she as 

a Trustee fight against closure of this vital facility.  Isobel Davidson advised that a 

meeting expected within next few weeks was being arranged with interested parties 

to try and agree on suitable resolution.  Chairman highlighted the need to ensure the 

toilets remain open in order to retain our highly valued blue flag clean beach status, 

safeguard our clean beach standard and prevent the likelihood of our beach 

becoming unsafe due to lack of facilities.  

2017 Calendar– Production of next year’s calendar was discussed. Trish Davidson 

had already contacted several potential local companies for sponsorship. Roddy to 

Contact Ellon Timber.  Isobel Davidson offered to contact Max Bruce of the Limpet 

(director – Craigdon Sports). Trish to work with Ann, Meg and Sally as a sub-group 

to develop the Calendar with initial run in time to satisfy expected demand at annual 

gala (6th Aug.). Chairman asked that 3 competitive quotes be sought for printing and 

that consideration be given to suitably sized printing runs to avoid wastage. Sheena 

Junor had contacted a photographer who regularly posts his work on Facebook.  He 

had agreed that some of his photographs could be used for the calendar Sheena will 

forward details to Ann by end of May as requested.  It was confirmed that Fiona Bell 

can do the art work again this year, and Sally will contact printers for quotes and 

samples. Ann provided a view of some excellent photographs of the area received to 

date, final choice to be made following end of month closing date. 

Money Spinner – Lewis Cowie advised the unit now arrived. Robin Mackie offered 

to provide chain to help secure on front.  Committee thanked Lewis for his efforts.   

Dog Fouling on beach – It was noted that complaints relating to dog fouling and 

control have increased significantly.  The committee agreed that this is a serious 

issue and dog owners must ensure their dogs remain under their full control within 

the harbour area, any fouling must be bagged and binned without delay. Chairman to 

purchase signs and affix at appropriate points to reinforce local harbour byelaws.  
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Berthing Donations – It was agreed that Trish would review the list of known berth 

holders and issue to committee for review prior to issue for request for renewal for 

the new season.  It was agreed that a copy of the bye laws be issued at same time.  

 

Date of Next Meeting: Monday 27th June This will be the final committee meeting 

prior to summer break with meetings to restart in the Autumn.  


