
Draft Minutes of Collieston Pier Group Meeting 6
th

 January 2014  

 

Present:  David Stewart (Chair), Meg & Mike Wallace, Lewis Cowie, Susan Taylor, Roger 

Berl, Sally Sheehan, Councillor Rob Merson, Robin Mackie, Anthony & Anne Craig, Chris 

Stewart, Roddy Junor 

Apologies:  Trish Davidson, Euan & Trish Cowie,  

David opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and wishing them a Happy New Year. 

Minutes:  Robin proposed and Chris seconded the minutes. 

Matters Arising:  Calendars -  A considerable number have been sold and some have been 

given away as business gifts as a way of promoting the village. Some donations have been 

received for the calendars which were handed out.  The possible format of next year’s 

calendar was discussed with priority being given to choosing a size which was not too 

expensive to post and which enabled the photographs to have maximum impact.  Ken Ingram 

has kindly offered to provide the photographs for the calendar. 

Scottish Water – There has been no contact from Scottish Water about repairs to the junction 

box on the pier.  Councillor Merson will write to them again.  Lewis expressed concern about 

the fact that there are exposed live cables at the bottom of the box and they present a serious 

health and safety issue particularly for any children playing in the area who could slip and fall 

in.  There was some discussion about whether Scottish Water should be approached to ask if 

they will make any contribution to pier funds but Councillor Merson advised that it is not 

easy to get funds from a public organisation as money is always needed for various projects 

around the countryside.  

Treasurer’s Report:  In Trish’s absence, David reported that the balance in the pier account 

currently stands at £5,134 but there is still some money to go in.  The recent WRI Soup and 

Pudding raised just over £400 (this included a £50 donation) and this money was generously 

donated to the pier fund. David suggested that, in recognition of all the work which WRI 

members put into the lunch, £50 should be given back to them.  This was agreed 

unanimously.  Money is still due from Collieston and Slains Community Trust.  Alan Whyte 

has advised that he will have figures available for our February meeting.  John Proudlock had 

taken £60 from the collection boxes at the harbour.  The old parking ticket machine is now 

very difficult to open.  Councillor Merson offered to try to get us another box. 

Marcliffe Fundraising Dinner:  Craig Brown, former Scotland and AFC manager, has 

kindly agreed to be the guest speaker. A letter of invitation to companies to buy tickets for the 

dinner is currently being drafted and a list of appropriate recipients drawn up.  A separate 

letter of invitation will be circulated round the village so that local people have the 

opportunity to attend.  Composite Collieston tables will be arranged as required.  Raffle and 

auction prizes are being sought.  Susan kindly offered tickets for the Deeside Railway from 

Banchory to Crathes.  A possible auctioneer has been identified.  David will ask Huib if he 



would make a presentation about the pier, if he is available.  If  not, Mike Earlham has 

offered to do it. 

Delft University Visit:  25 engineering students and their tutor visited along with an engineer 

from Dutch engineering firm, Royal Haskoning who sponsored the trip to Collieston.  The 

day was a very constructive and positive one enjoyed by all.  David thanked Councillor 

Merson for attending.  Huib is acting as the contact with the University of Delft and David 

has kept him up-to- date with information as he is currently abroad.  It was suggested we 

could offer an invitation to Delft University to the Marcliffe dinner and this was agreed. 

Charitable Status:  Chris had composed a sheet with specific bullet points about the 

implications of becoming a SCIO: 

 It provides the group with a legal identity 

 It would be easier to raise money and benefit from Gift Aid 

 Members would be protected provided their actions were taken in good faith 

 There would be a requirement for external audit if the account exceeded £250,000! 

 The likely audit requirement would not be particularly onerous or expensive 

 The application process is free but the body would require a constitution 

There followed lengthy discussions about a possible name for the new group.  After a number 

of votes, it was agreed that the name would be “Friends of Colllieston Harbour Heritage.”  

Roger then asked if we wished to proceed with the application to which there was an 

overwhelming “YES.”  It was decided that the new body should have a minimum of 5 and a 

maximum of 7 trustees with a quorum at meetings of 3. 

AOCB:  Lewis brought up the problem of the Boatie Shore which had taken a pounding in 

the last few weeks resulting in earth having been washed out.  A load of cement and stones 

from the beach will be needed.  It is hoped that a work party will be able to do the necessary 

work in March or April. 

Councillor Merson mentioned that a Pop-Up shop situated in a room in the Ythan Centre is 

willing to let out space to other groups.  Would we be interested in selling pier merchandise, 

etc. there?  Expressions of interest only are requested at this time.  Chris thought this might 

be a useful outlet provided the time commitment was not too great. 

Ann asked that we record our thanks to the fundraising group for all the work they have done 

in relation to the Marcliffe dinner.  

Date and Venue of Next Meeting:  Monday, 3
rd

 February in David & Chris’s house, 11 

High Town. 

 

 


