
 1 

 Slains and Collieston Community Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 5thJune 2013 
 

Present: Sarah MacPherson, Sally Sheehan, Roger Berl, Nicole Bell, Sheena 
Junor, Julie Swan, Trish Davidson, Alex Stewart, Suzie Stewart, Nora 
Harper, Charles Esson 
 

Apologies: Susan Taylor 

In attendance:   PC Stuart Murray, Ewan Cowie, Lewis Cowie 

 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 
 

Approve minutes 
 
Proposed by Suzie Stewart, seconded by Nicole Bell 

 

Grampian Police  PC Murray said there continued to be no incidents of note 
across Formartine. Only issue is car crime which has 
necessitated extra patrols particularly in the Balmedie and 
Garioch areas. 
PC Murray would remind the mobile unit to attend on Gala 
Day 27

th
 July.  Unit needs to be on the pier by noon. 

With changes since becoming Police Scotland, the wildlife 
unit may be required elsewhere on Gala Day. 
 

 

 
Matters Arising 

Sarah informed the meeting that Trish Cowie had tendered 
her resignation.  The Community Council expressed their 
regret and wanted to note on record the valuable 
contribution Trish had made to the community during her 
years of service. 
 
The planning application for change of use to the beach 
shelter was to close for public comment the following day.  
The Area Committee meeting at the beginning of July would 
decide the outcome. Replies to letters about the application 
had included an extract from an email of Councillor 
Merson’s which gave an accurate record of what had 
happened.  
 
Nora had been on the Coastal sea trip as part of the 
Energetica festival.  Comment made that a recent BBC 
Spring Watch programme had featured the North Sea 
dolphins.  
 
House martin entry points in the old schoolhouse have now 
been sealed off. Sheena would report loose slates. 
 
Repairs to the marquee floorboards are in progress.  To cost 
approx. £150. 
 
Nothing received as yet from the Estate for grass cutting. 
 
Fun run organisers and Coastal Café to liaise over whether 
Café is needed on the day of the Fun Run. 

 

Secretary’s 
Report and 

Correspondence 

 
Post: 

 SNH Spring/Summer 2013 The Nature of Scotland 
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magazine 

 Aberdeenshire Council Infrastructure Services 
Confirmation of application 

 Aberdeenshire Council Infrastructure Services Cost 
of advertising neighbour notification 

 
Email: 

 S Pumfrett - Study into the link between Wind 

Turbines and developmental flexural deformation in 

foals 

 Sarah MacPherson – memorial bench 

 Youth Scotland: “ Making it Even Better" - 
Competition for Young People 

 
 

 
 Carol Crawford:  National Planning Framework 3 / 

Scottish Planning Policy - Engagement - community 

council liaison officers 

 Scottish Voluntary Sector and Community 

Resilience Seminar 2013. 

 Citizens' Panel - 30th Viewpoint Newsletter - For 

Information 

 

 
 Area Office: Area Top-up Budget Award for CATs 

trip £450 

 Robert McGregor: Formartine Delegated Planning 

List - April 2013 

 Roger Berl – Ythan Project Volunteers - minutes 

 Sarah MacPherson licence questions 

 Youth Scotland Move it Training- Free Training for 

youth workers, volunteers and young leaders 

 Community Council Insurance Renewals 2013/14 

 Sarah MacPherson - items for Blether 

 Alan Bell: Community Council Pilot Project Elections 
 

 
 

 Robert McGregor: Tidy Village Scheme 2013 

 The Community Heartbeat Trust - Sales Order No. 2 

 Waste Transfer Note - Special Event - Collieston 

Gala 

 PVS Licence notification of availability 

 Councillors Merson and Davidson re Coastal 

Protection 
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 Councillor Merson re Planning application 

 Area Office: Aberdeenshire Council Car Parking 

Review 

 Dr Pauline Stephen: Inspiring Aberdeenshire Award 

 Sian Earlam coastal café donation 

 Robert McGregor: Formartine Delegated Planning 

List - May 2013 

 Carol Crawford: Information for circulation - 

Planning Legislation Changes 

 Youth Scotland - Girls on the Move Award in Dance 

Leadership, Aberdeenshire 

 

Community 
Centre 

refurbishment 

The change of use from residential to community centre 
application was about to go to Committee.  Keith Newton the 
area manager had informed us that new costings had been 
obtained and the works are about to go to tender. 
 
There was a query about whether the main door of the 
house would be used as the main entrance to the building 
despite it being a fire door. 

 

 
Financial update 

 
 

The Treasurer was unable to attend the meeting; an 
updated account will be presented at the next opportunity. 

 
 

 
Gala 

Nicole was to contact Scott Thomson re band for Ceilidh, 
she will also contact the piper. 

New optics are required  

“Fee” for stallholders was discussed – to remain at 10% of 
takings or £10 donation. 

Confirmed Stalls/Events 

RNLI Betty Thomson  

Drummers have confirmed 

Books – Little Collieston 

Bars – Pete Smith 

Tombola – Julie, Geddie family, Trish Davidson 

White Elephant  

Cake and Candy – WRI 

Raffle – Roger and Community Council 

Raffle tickets – Sally 

STP - Sheena 

Nicole 
 
 
Sally 
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Fancy Dress organisers and judges 

Still to be confirmed 

Plants - ? Shirley 

BBQ 

Burgers from The Store 

SNH – tbc 

Police mobile unit – tbc 

MC Music – tbc 

Pier stall – tbc 

Face painting/tattoos – playgroup tbc 

Roads signs still to be sourced 

Lifeboat  

Dynamix/Hip hop - tbc     

Public entertainment licence for the Glebe field expires on 
the 28

th
 July.  Sally will contact the Council to ask whether it 

is better for licences to run consecutively, or whether it can 
be left until next year. 

Agreed that White Elephant and Tombola should change 
places. 

Playgroup was reminded of the need to empty the hall.     

Bar prices had been updated. Playgroup had some left over 
Boddingtons which the CC would buy at cost.  Magners 
cider had been very popular at a recent event so would be 
added to this year’s bar order.       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Playgroup 
 
 
 
Sally 

 
CATs 

CATs had been awarded “Best of Formartine” award for the 
Café and Rainbow Recycling. 

Sian Earlam was organising the arrangements for rotas etc 

Nicole had met Alex Salmond by chance – he has promised 
to visit the Café sometime this summer! 

Café opens for business on the 29
th
 of June 

 

 
Work Parties 

No dates at present 
 

Pier 
 

Trish Cowie had been the Pier representative prior to her 
resignation.  Suggested that it should now be Susan Taylor. 
A lot of work had been carried out recently on the surface of 
the pier.  
The funding group have new merchandise and various 
funding streams are being investigated. 
A photographic competition is being organised for the pier 
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fund.  
The Multi Terrain challenge takes place 6

th
 July.  Marshall’s 

are needed, please contact Trish Cowie.  

Planning 
Applications 

 F/APP/2013/1471 Change of Use from Class 10 Communal 
Shelter to Class 1 Retail 
F/APP/2013/      Change of Use from Class 9 Dwellinghouse 
to Class 10 Community Centre 

 

 
Well Being 

 
 

 
Everyone was reminded to tell Sheena about any important 
events or birthdays.  Two 18

th
 birthdays this month.  

 
 

 

 
Any other 
business 

Playgroup were organising an afternoon tea for June 
16

th 

 
School parent forum are to have an end of term service 
followed by a coffee morning. 
 
The new digital projector had arrived.  Felt best to leave 
discussions about a PVS licence till after Gala.  
 
Councillor Merson suggested buying replacement bulbs 
now before they become obsolete and difficult to obtain.  
 
The next Blether will ask for either suggestions for 
where to mount the second defibrillator or to ask for a 
donated location. 
 
Concerns expressed at speeding motorists in High 
Town particularly as a lot of young children play there.  
Rob Merson will try to locate a portable road sign. 
 
Charles asked whether it was appropriate for the 
Community Council to be involved in commercial 
applications.  Councillor Merson replied that Community 
Councils are statutory consultees and it is their choice 
whether to be involved or to comment.  All developers – 
whether housing or retail are commercial applicants and 
it would not be valid to take different approaches. He 
also mentioned that the applicants had come to the 
Community Council to consult them although there was 
no requirement to do so.   
 
Trish Davidson offered to conduct a “lessons learned” 
exercise at some point in the future.  Members were 
invited to send their comments to Trish or to speak with 
her about it. 
 
Councillor Merson said that Collieston was not unique in 
having a planning application causing strong feeling and 
mentioned Ellon as a particular case in point.  It is up to 
each Community Council how things are dealt with.  As 
a representative body they can object or support an 
application.  Objectors who disagree should be referred 
to the planning process.  
 
Another question was raised to ask if an application with 
the Community Council’s name implied support for the 
application.  Councillor Merson replied by saying that 
submitting an application is not necessarily an 
endorsement In the case of the recent application the 
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Community Council agreed to submit the application 
recognising the support to the community which was 
outlined by the applicants. Planning officers were also 
very aware that the application was on behalf of two 
applicants, and not from the Community Council itself.  
 
A concern was raised that the Council did not have any 
notice of what was to be discussed when the application 
was brought to the meeting.  Nora also asked whether it 
was fitting for someone to come on the night of the 
meeting with a proposal. 
 
Councillor Merson explained that it is up to the 
Community Council whether or not to accept that a 
discussion about a proposal takes place.  The decision 
lies with the Chair.  
 
Comment was made that members who had not been 
present at the meeting felt excluded from what had 
taken place.  Councillor Merson said that Collieston is 
held up as an example of good attendance at meetings, 
but as volunteers there is a realisation that not everyone 
can attend all meetings.  It is up to individuals to make 
contact with other Community Councillors to find out 
what took place.  
 
Formartine in Bloom plants were to be picked up on 14

th
 

June. 

 
Date of Next 

Meeting 
Wednesday 26

th
 June 2013 

 


