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 Slains and Collieston Community Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 6th February 2013 
 

Present: Sarah Macpherson, Sally Sheehan, Roger Berl, Nora Harper, Susan 
Taylor, Nicole Bell, Trish Davidson, Charles Esson, Trish Cowie, 
Councillor Rob Merson 

Apologies Sheena Junor, Suzie Stewart, Huib Attema, Julie Swan, Councillor Isobel 
Davidson and Councillor Richard Thomson 

In attendance Constable Julie Ritchie Grampian Police 
Ken Ingram and Alan White – colliestononline.com 

 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 
 

Approve minutes 
 
Proposed by Roger Berl, seconded by Nicole Bell  

 

Grampian Police  Constable Ritchie told the meeting that apart from the 
matter of the unexploded wartime bomb found recently at 
Hackley Bay, there had been no other incidences of note. 
Operation Albemarle is currently taking place around the 
Ellon area.  This is designed to prevent and reduce the 
number of car and house thefts.  These static road checks 
are normally conducted between the hours of 4pm and 4 
am. There are also specific patrols for car thefts. 
Trish and Ewan Cowie were thanked for their help to the 
Police and Coastguard during the night of the December 
storm. 

 

 
New website 
presentation 

 Ken Ingram and Alan White gave an interesting and 
informative presentation about the reinvigorated website – 
www.colliestononline.com.   
Community groups will be encouraged to have their own 
administrator/s with training being provided by Ken Ingram.  
The site will then be easily and readily updated by each 
group with their own information.   
Sarah and Sally will keep the Community council pages up 
to date. 
A section is to be included on the Rivie which CASCT hope 
to develop during this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Matters Arising 

 The ship at the first Gala in 1958 was HMS 
Scott. 

 A portable PA system with waterproof cover has 
been purchased for the community.  Following a 
discussion among members, it was decided to 
apply a £40 refundable deposit for group or 
personal use.  If there are any items missing or 
if the equipment should be damaged the deposit 
would be forfeited. A named person will be 
responsible for signing the equipment in and 
out.  

 The Burns Supper had been a great success.  
Everyone appreciated the efforts of Nicola 
Twine and her team of helpers.  

 The path along Perthudden has recently been 
cut back and improved by Rab Chalk and Liam 
Macleod. The Community Council have agreed 
to pay for gravel.  Advised to contact the 
Reserve to ask what type of gravel was used for 
the path around the loch as it seems particularly 
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suitable.  

 Nora told the meeting that Norman Moncrieff 
has very kindly agreed to repair the broken 
floorboards in the Glebe field before Gala.  

 The Scottish Sculpture Workshop has been 
unsuccessful in their attempts to contact the 
artist who built the damaged sculpture at 
Cransdale. The metal will be removed from the 
structure while the wooden piece is retained – 
possibly to be used as seating on the Rivie.  

 The manhole cover on the pier has been 
replaced by Scottish Water, however there is 
still water running down the pier road.  Scottish 
Water have said they are to send equipment 
with CCTV this week.  

 Grit bins are still needed for the village – near 
the play park and in High Town.  Councillor 
Merson is investigating.  

 Councillor Thomson has asked for exact desired 
location/s for a bus shelter at the top of the 
village.  He will then approach the relevant 
service.  

 Funding had been obtained to provide new 
chairs for the hall, 8 lightweight folding tables, a 
folding bookcase and an outdoor shed for 
playgroup.  

 Paul Ritchie is to provide a framed plaque for 
the picture of Steve Ritchie in the hall.  

 Sarah has been trying to negotiate dates for 
Heart Start training.  

Secretary’s 
Report and 

Correspondence 

Community Council members were asked to consider 
consultation documents.  These were from Scottish Water, 
The Formartine Area Office and the Scottish Police 
Authority.   
 
The response to Scottish Water required to be submitted 
online – the Community Council was in broad agreement 
that issues requiring highest priority were to reduce internal 
and external flooding of properties from sewers and broken 
water pipes. 
 
Sally would complete the questionnaire for the Area Office. 
 
The Scottish Police Authority are to move to a single police 
force for the country.  Councillor Merson informed the 
meeting that the Policy and Resources group of the Council 
will be monitoring developments.  Concerns would be raised 
if there were to be any movement of resources from one 
area to another.  There should be no change in day to day 
policing in the Ellon area.  
 
Councillor Merson also encouraged Community Council 
members to attend local Forum meetings, dates of which 
would be announced soon.  
 
Correspondence to 5

th
 February 2013 

 

 Keep Scotland Beautiful Climate Challenge Fund 
grants available for Community Councils across 
Aberdeenshire 
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 Stubbs Tickets re raffle tickets 

 Robert McGregor Delegated planning list 

 Roger Berl River Ythan Trust report 

 Roger Berl Boules Club work party dates 

 Ken Ingram website update 

 Robert McGregor Community Empowerment and 
Renewal Bill - Consultation responses 

 Aberdeenshire Sports Council - Awards Evening 

 Glasgow 2014 Volunteering applications update 

 Nicola Twine Burns supper promotion 

 Claire Wilkie, Scottish Parliament Re Mr McDonald's 
visit 

 M Milligan re Estate 

 Angie Hughes Guarana street drummers – 2013 
programme 

 Robert McGregor Community Councils/Area 
Partnerships Questionnaire 

 Scottish Police Authority - consultation on draft 
Strategic Police Plan 

 Aberdeenshire Council Community Council admin 
grant of £491.35 

 Piers Baxter, Aberdeenshire Council - Community 
Council notification- Aberdeenshire Local 
Development Plan 2016 

 Mark Mitchell CRNS Membership Letter 

 Alan Bell, Aberdeenshire Council -Community 
Council Pilot Project 

 
Financial update 

Treasurer was not present.  A financial statement will be 
prepared for March’s meeting.  

 

 
Huib 
 
 

 
Gala 2013 

Guarana Drummers have asked if we would like them to 
perform at Gala again.  Yes, but with the proviso not to 
come if the weather is bad and stalls are in the tent.  A 
retainer may be offered. 

Cost to be obtained for a possible portable archery activity. 

Ideas for raffle prizes to be discussed next month. 

 

 
Sally 
 
 
 
Sally 
 
All 

Pier and 
Harbour 

Encouraging turn out at recent meeting. A mix of practical 
events and fundraising activities along with funding 
applications are in the planning stage.  
 
The first Pier work party is the weekend of 6

th
/7

th
 May. 

 
Members were asked if they knew of possible sponsors of 
Calendar “months”. 
 
It had been suggested that Councillor Davidson be asked if 
she could put pressure on Scottish Water to give some 
financial support to the pier, however Councillor Merson 
explained the financial pressures Scottish Water have in 
developing new systems. 
 
Jack Page and Alan White had designed a one page 
“cartoon” story about Philip Kennedy – hope to replicate this 

 
 
 
 
 
 

All 
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for Gala.   
 

 
Planning 

Applications 
 

.  
An application for alternations at Milton of Leask and for the 
demolition and rebuild of the Farmhouse at Byreleask.  
 
 
 

 

 
Well Being 

Cards, gifts etc for new baby, thank you’s, 18
th
 birthday and 

special birthday. 
 

 

Work Parties Major work parties will be needed this spring following the 
storm damage.  Everyone was asked to let Sarah know of 
any work required in and around the village.  
 

 
All 

 
Any other 
business 

The School Parent Forum are planning to have a 
fundraising event in May.  They would like to use the PA 
machine.  
 
Nora announced that she and Andy are to retire from 
their vegetable shop after 25 years of service to the 
community.  They will be missed by everyone in 
Collieston and further afield.  
 
Roger reported that there have been encouraging 
attendances at swimming sessions this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Date of Next 

Meeting 
Wednesday 6

th
 March 2013  

 


