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FORVIE NATIONAL NATURE RESERVE (NNR) 

CONFIRMED MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FORVIE PANEL HELD AT 
THE FORVIE CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2012, 7.30PM  

Present 

Elizabeth Hay Chairperson 
Ewan Lawrie SNH 
Annabel Drysdale SNH 
Trevor Hastings Wildfowling 
Roger Berl Slains & Collieston Community 
Andy Harper Farming 
Alec Paterson Aberdeen & District Angling Association 
 
 
Prior to the meeting Alec Paterson, who is also secretary of the River Ythan Trust, 
presented a summary of the Ythan Catchment Biosecurity Plan.   
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

These were received from: Hywel Maggs (RSPB), Clare Scanlan (SEPA), Audrey 
Forbes-Clarke (Udny & Dudwick Estate) Andrew Robertson (Crown Estate 
Commissioners) and Lesley Silcock (Volunteers) 
 

2. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

Page 2, paragraph 4 will be changed from ‘land in front of Cluny Cottages at 
Collieston’ to ‘dunes between Cluny Cottages and Sand Loch,’ for clarification. EH 
requested that maps showing the purchased land are sent to Slains and Collieston 
Community Council once received from Land Registy of Scotland – AD to action 
once received. 
 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING 
 
The wind turbine is estimated to have generated around £3000 in the 12 month 
period to September 2012, from savings in electricity bought and from payments 
received from the Feed-In Tariff scheme. This is much less than the best estimate 
suggested by the supplier, despite AH being able to report that this area has been 
windier than average in recent times.  It is less easy to report on the efficiency of the 
ground source heat pump.  Mains electricity usage for the period October 2008 to 
September 2009 was 17,047 kWh while usage between October 2011 and 
September 2012 was 8252 kWh, or approximately half the amount. 
 
AD has spoken to Mr Ingram regarding access at Cotehill and he is aware of the 
need to leave a margin at the field edge.  RB will ask Slains and Collieston 
community for any comments on use of the route, although it is recognised that lack 
of drainage may be a more limiting factor affecting people’s use of the path. 
AH wondered if Core Paths require a specific field margin, AD to check if the route 
has been included in the Core Path Plan and any implications. 
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The weekend assistant, Fiona Montgomery, spent time speaking to dog walkers this 
summer and updating posters at the entrances to the reserve to highlight the issue of 
dog fouling to some success.  
 
Removal of anchor bars in the path near Sand Loch – carried forward (AD) 
 
 
4. UPDATE ON NNR ISSUES SINCE THE LAST MEETING (SEPTEMBER 

2011) 
 
A family of Travellers occupied part of the car park at Waterside. SNH followed 
Aberdeenshire Council’s Management of Unauthorised Gypsy/Traveller 
Encampments Policy & Procedures. Barriers were installed when the site was 
vacated.  Retractable bollards are in place in the bus parking area too but it is hoped 
they will be not necessary over the winter months, when walking groups especially 
use the space for coach parking.  Aberdeenshire Council has been contracted to 
replenish roadside line and junction marking. 
 
The breeding terns had a fairly good season despite the weather. Over 500 pairs of 
Arctic tern nested which is the highest figure on record for Forvie.   
Eider ducks again nested in low numbers, often abandoning their clutches.  The 
number of ducklings seen on the estuary in August was only 35, so concern over the 
health of the population continues.  There was little evidence of predation or 
disturbance by visitors.  AD has contacted Richard Hearn at the Wildfowl and 
Wetlands Trust for advice and to contribute Forvie’s data to the international Duck 
Specialist Group, as similar declines have been observed elsewhere in Europe. 
 
Several successful public events have taken place including 2 beach cleans, 2 moth 
nights, a wild food walk led by Catriona Reid from Muir of Dinnet NNR and a 
biodiversity themed event beside the Ythan Estuary.   
A large orienteering event took place, at which 120 cars made use of AH’s field next 
to the Forvie Centre, while Collieston community also organised a fun run on the 
NNR.  
An exhibition of the winning entries in the Scottish Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
competition was displayed in the Forvie Centre over the summer and it is hoped to 
host the exhibition in 2013 as well.  
 
An invasive non-native plant species, New Zealand Pirri-pirri bur (Acaena novae-
zelandia), was discovered on Foveran Links at Newburgh this summer.  SNH staff 
assisted in finding plants, spraying with Glyphosate and removing seed heads, but it 
is not likely to have been controlled this year.  The plant was also found on the NNR, 
close to the visitor centre on the heath trail and was removed by hand.   
 
A programme to monitor the extent of Rosebay Willowherb in the semi-fixed dunes 
and dune heath habitats was begun.  Isolated Rosebay Willowherb plants were 
found in the heath, but it is hoped the plant is not spreading.  Some areas in the 
heath show encouraging heather regeneration, but the habitat will be revisited at 
least for the next three years to monitor the condition of the heather.  
 
Kathleen Stevenson, a niece of Margaret Stevenson who bequeathed funds to SNH 
to allow the Forvie Centre to be renovated, visited in August.  Kathleen was keen to 
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hear about plans to use the remainder of the bequest to provide more information 
and facilities for education at Waterside during the next reserve plan.  
 
 
5. PLANS FOR THE NEXT 6 MONTHS 
 
A draft version of the Reserve Plan had not been completed by the time of the 
meeting, but will be sent to Panel members for comment shortly.   
 
Grampian Police intend to visit the Ythan Estuary this winter to raise awareness of 
the ban on using lead shot for wildfowling.  TH and Donald Muir have already 
provided advice and offered further assistance if required.  
 
It is hoped that twilight (after-school) sessions for teachers will be held at the Forvie 
Centre to demonstrate the facilities and opportunities for outdoor learning on the 
NNR.  The primary schools in the Ellon catchment area and Aberdeenshire 
secondary schools that incorporate sand dunes within their higher geography 
syllabus will be targeted.  
 
Most of the projects in this financial year’s budget have been completed or are in 
progress, but a woodland manager will be contracted to advise on the condition of 
the trees at the Waterside entrance to the reserve and ditch maintenance at Cotehill 
will take place.  
  
 
6. YEAR OF NATURAL SCOTLAND 
 
2013 will be Year of Natural Scotland, 2012 being Year of Creative Scotland and 
2014 being a Homecoming year.  SNH and the NNRs are being encouraged to 
contribute events and ideas to celebrate the year and raise awareness of Scotland’s 
nature and wild places.  A ministerial announcement is expected soon and will 
provide further details.  Panel members are welcome to contribute ideas.  
 
 
7. AOCB 
 
EH requested some information on changes to legislation regarding shellfish 
harvesting, primarily mussels.  AR had corresponded with AD and will source some 
information for the Panel for the next meeting. 
 
 

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:  

TUESDAY 5th MARCH 2013, 7.30PM, FORVIE CENTRE 

 

National Nature Reserve website - http://www.nnr-scotland.org.uk/ 

Annabel Drysdale 07774161017 

Daryl Short 07733308152 

Ewan Lawrie 01224 266519 


