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 Slains and Collieston Community Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 5th November 2014 
 

Present:  Trish Davidson (Chair) Roger Berl, Sally Sheehan, Huib Attema, Sheena Junor, Charles 
Esson, Julie Swan, Andrew Davidson, Gill Moir, Nora Harper, Nicole Bell, Suzie Stewart 
 
Apologies: Councillor Rob Merson, Niki Tait 
 
In Attendance:  Councillor Richard Thomson, Police Scotland Sgt Cameron Mack 
 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 
 

Approve minutes 
 
 

 
Proposed by Gill Moir, seconded by Nicole Bell 

 

Police Scotland 
 

 Sgt Mack told the meeting that there continue to be low 
levels of crime in the Formartine area, with nothing 
reported in the Slains area over the last month.  An email 
had been received from Sgt Purdie advising vigilance to 
trailer owners following a number of thefts in the North 
East.  
 

 

Election of Office 
Bearers 

Confirming the appointment of Huib Attema as Treasurer 
had been deferred from the previous month.  Huib said he 
was prepared to accept the nomination.  Proposed by 
Sally Sheehan, seconded by Sheena Junor. 
 

 

Bubbles the 
Dolphin 

Shona Hunter joined the meeting at this point.  She and 
her partner had recently moved to the village.  They had 
purchased one of the “Wild Dolphins” which had been 
displayed in Aberdeen over the summer and subsequently 
auctioned for charity. The couple want it to be a focal point 
in the village and would be happy to apportion any funds 
generated from its display to local groups.  The 
Community Council thanked Shona for such a generous 
gesture and said they would begin to investigate ways to 
use the Dolphin to best effect. 

 
 

All 

Matters Arising  The World War 1 booklet has been produced and 
would be available in the hall following the 
Remembrance Service on the 11

th
 November. 

 Charles showed the meeting a copy of the WW1 
memorial shield held in Slains School.  He and 
Nicole would try to get a copy made for the hall.  

 Roger had met with Alan White about the future 
direction of CASCT. Some progress appears to 
have been made, although things are still at an 
early stage. Roger had also spoken to Alan about 
the multi-media fund.   

 The communications meeting had taken place the 
previous week with Niki Tait facilitating.  The 
meeting had gone well with the intention of having 
both an online and wall calendar showing 
community events and meetings.  

 Items on the snagging list were still outstanding.  
Councillor Davidson had spoken to the Council, 
who said they were aware work was still 
outstanding but that they needed more money.  
The Community Council felt that this should have 
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been part of the original contract, and would be 
writing to Property to query this.  

 It was unknown whether there is an existing PRS 
licence for the hall.  The Community Centre would 
be asked for advice.  

 The Formartine in Bloom award ceremony had 
recently taken place with Collieston being 
awarded a runner up award.  Trish Davidson and 
Nora Harper had attended the event.  

Event Planning  Bonfire Night – plans are well underway.  Pete 
Smith has kindly offered to help with bars, Andrew 
is organising the work party and the School 
Forum is organising the soup and hot dogs. Roger 
will set up the bar in the hall. Huib has received 
the fireworks.  

 Senior Citizens party is on 6
th
 December at 

Newburgh Golf Club.  Arrangements are well in 
hand.  

 Gala – a discussion will take place at the following 
month’s meeting to set clear requirements and 
commitments.  Decisions need to be taken about 
whether a Gala will take place, and if so what 
format it would take. All were in agreement that 
Gala has to be a collaborative event with 
everyone pulling resources for the benefit of the 
community as a whole. All groups need to be 
aware of what needs to be done, and to have 
people commit to the tasks. CORC’s preference 
for a date is Sat 1

st
 August 2015. 

 November fundraiser – it was decided not to 
proceed with this event as there are a number of 
other events around the same time.  

 

Secretary’s Report 
and 
Correspondence 

 Sally reported that a cheque for £500 had been 
received from Slains Estate toward grass cutting 
expenses.  

 Awards for All had transferred the grant money to 
the Community Council account and would be 
making the official announcement in the press 
later in the month.  

Emails: 

 Aberdeenshire Council re occasional licences 

 May Irvine re Ardallie staging 

 Various re joint CORC/Community Council 

fundraiser 

 Various re communication meeting 

 Aberdeenshire Council - Bridge closure at 

Newburgh A975 

 Sophie Humphries – Dog fouling signage 

 Trish Davidson – Formartine in Bloom result 

 Murdoch Allan – Coastal café invoices 

 Various re vacuum for hall 

 Claire Robertson – Community Council training – 

planning aid 

 Councillor Davidson re hall snagging list 

 Sgt Mike Purdie – possible apologies for 5.11 

meeting – bonfire night 

 Sophie Humphries – Community Empowerment 
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bill video 

 Sophie Humphries – Volunteer Driver Recruitment 

drive 

 Andrew Davidson – bonfire poster 

 Huib Attema – 2015 budgeting 

 Sophie Humphries – Aberdeenshire Council play 

park optimisation review 

 Sophie Humphries – Foveran Community Council 

re defibrillator 

 Carol Crawford – Community Council budgets 

 Elaine Brown, Area Manager – supporting 

communities event 

 Big Lottery – customer satisfaction survey 

 Sgt Purdie Police Scotland re Trailer security 

 Roger Berl - EBAG/YPV  5
th
 Nov 

 Various re bonfire night 

 Formartine Area Bus Forum (9 September 2014 

 Kimberley Robb Collieston Beach – Seaside 

Award for display 

 Centre for youth and criminal justice - A request 

for your Community Council's views 

 Carol Crawford re Bonfires 

 Sophie Humphries appointment as Community 

planning  – SDO 

Post: 

 Slains Estate donation toward grass cutting 

 Harlequin Group – Mobile Infrastructure Project 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

  
Huib explained that Gala accounts may not convey the 
whole picture of income and expenditure as some items 
are not dealt with until the following account period.  
Also, for clarity in Gala accounts, a system is needed to 
show when cash sums are taken out of takings. 
 
Huib had looked at recurring expenditure over the past 
few years and had estimated the Community Council 
needs to spend around £4,500 annually. It is important 
that the community both knows and understands this to 
emphasise the importance of Gala income.   
 
The current balance, which includes money held for other 
groups, is £17,831. 

 
 

Website Everyone was in agreement that the website needs 
updating and improvement.  A number of ideas were 
suggested, but it was thought useful to ask Ken Ingram 
and Alan White for their advice. 

 
 

 
Work Parties 

Andrew was organising the work party for Bonfire. 
 
The work on the Ladies Steps fence had been completed.  

 
 
 

Well Being Lots of new people to the community!  Sheena has 
welcomed them with flowers.  Some residents are in 
hospital and there is one 18

th
 birthday to celebrate. 

 
 

 

Pier and Harbour A fundraising Craft Fair is taking place on Saturday 15
th
 

November in the Kirk Centre in Ellon. 
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CATs  A donation of £100 had been received from CATs in 
respect of Gala teas.  

 

 
Planning 

Applications 

 

 APP/2014/3712 | Erection of General Purpose 

Agricultural Store | Land Near Waterside Farm 
Newburgh Ellon Aberdeenshire 
 

 APP/2014/3848 | Erection of Dwellinghouse | Site 
To Rear Of Old Post Office High town Collieston AB41 
8RS 

 
The Community Council discussed the second application 
having some concerns about whether access to some of 
the properties was to be maintained and whether some 
residents who would be affected by the application had 
been notified. Andrew and Sally were to try to find out 
more about the application, and dependant on this a letter 
of representation may be sent to the Planning 
Department.  
 

 

 
Any other 
business 

 Huib had received a letter about a Mobile 
Infrastructure Project and had met with their 
representatives.  A 15m high antennae would 
need to be installed in a suitable position, with the 
Rivie, Braehead, the road to Kirkton cottage, the 
Forvie Centre all being possible locations. The 
Community Council were in favour of the project 
in principle although a lot more information would 
be needed. 

 A safety barrier outside the shop had been 
discussed at earlier meetings.  It was likely to cost 
about £1500.  Andrew and Nicole will talk to the 
immediate neighbours for their views and Andrew 
will draw up a plan with costings. Slains Estate 
had initially expressed support of the project, but it 
was not known what this might be. 

 Roger mentioned that the area around the shop 
has a problem with dog fouling at the moment. 

 CORC AGM is on Friday 7
th
 November, with the 

Boules AGM later in the month.  

 Sally, Gill and Sheena will get together to 
progress the 100 Club. 

 Huib asked whether money outstanding from 
classes had been received yet, Nicole will follow 
this up. 

 Nora asked about the meeting held recently about 
Planning Aid.  Planning Aid is an organisation 
which offers specialist training for Community 
councils to assist their role as community activists 
in their local areas, in particular their 
understanding of the planning system and how 
they can influence it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Date of Next 

Meeting 
Wednesday 3

rd
 December 2014 at 7.00 pm 

 


