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 Slains and Collieston Community Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 10th September 2014 
 

Present: Roger Berl, Sally Sheehan, Julie Swan, Sheena Junor, Charles Esson, Trish 
Davidson, Andrew Davidson 

 

Apologies: Nora Harper, Huib Attema, Suzie Stewart, Nicole Bell, Councillors Merson & 
Thomson 

 

In attendance: Sgt Mike Purdie, Constable Craig Wallace  

 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 
 

 Police Scotland 
  
The only recent incident had concerned damage to a 
tractor engine.  Ellon and Balmedie had both had 
opportunistic thefts. There are two ongoing Police 
operations in the area – Operation Ruby - a targeted 
approach to theft and Operation Cedar – reducing serious 
and fatal road traffic accidents.  
 
The group email will be updated to include current 
contacts. 
 
Members were advised to be on the alert for scam emails 
going the rounds at the moment.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Approve minutes 

 
Approved: Sheena Junor Seconded: Julie Swan 

 

 
Matters Arising 

 
 Decisions about any commemoration around 

World War 1 to be held over until October 
meeting. 

 Julie offered to contact Slains School to see if 
there were any unwanted card tables, and would 
also find out more about the WW1 plaque. 

 The election process had been conducted through 
the Area Committee. Despite notices and posts on 
Facebook no candidates had come forward. Three 
retiring by rotation Community Councillors were 
re-elected.  They were Roger Berl, Trish Davidson 
and Huib Attema.  Charles Esson had not stood 
for office again but said he would be willing to 
continue to represent the Community Council at 
Forvie meetings.  

 
 

 
Future of the 

Rivie 

 
Roger had been contacted by CASCT Directors about the 
way forward for the Rivie. CASCT Directors had decided to 
begin to wind up CASCT, and had asked for a meeting 
with Roger, Huib and Sally - as Community Council office 
bearers to discuss the question of how to dispose of/pass 
on their moveable and fixed assets, i.e. the Rivie and 
money in their bank account.  
 
Various options were discussed – including passing assets 
to another charity – i.e. Collieston Harbour Heritage 
Group, finding whether it was possible to pass assets to 
the Community council and how this would be achieved, 
and whether landscaping work might take place now 
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before any decision was made. 
 
It was believed that the Harbour Heritage Group had 
intimated that they would not want to take on the 
ownership of the Rivie. 
 
Community council members discussed the issue and 
considered a number of points both for and against taking 
on the Rivie.  All agreed that any decision would need to 
be considered very carefully and with appropriate advice. 
 
It was agreed that the community would need to be given 
the opportunity to comment and discuss the situation -   
the AGM providing a good opportunity. Following the 
meeting, and dependant on its outcome, a further 
consultation exercise may then be  carried out with the 
wider community of Slains and Collieston. This was to be 
discussed in more detail at the October meeting.  
 
Roger was to email CASCT Directors inviting them to 
attend the AGM to present their case to the Community. 
 

GALA – 
feedback and 

plans 

This year’s Gala had made approximately £3,500.  
Although everyone agreed that this was a great deal of 
money, the general opinion formed from comments 
submitted by email was that it had involved too much work 
being carried out by too few people.  
 
The group discussed the issue at length, deciding to 
discuss it again at the AGM and to ask the community for 
their suggestions.  
 
 It may be that rather on focussing on the Gala, the 
Community Council may run a number of smaller events – 
which would take in the same amount of profit but have 
less volunteer fatigue.  The Community Council had 
deliberately not had any small events over the previous 
year to allow other community groups to fund raise. Sally 
had already contacted groups asking for their input for the 
Blether, but this will be extended into establishing a 
community events calendar.  Hopefully this will avoid dates 
clashing.  

 

 
Secretary’s 
Report and 

Correspondence 

 

The application to Awards for All for equipment for the hall 
and schoolhouse had been successful, with an award of 
£4,916.  This will enable the purchase of a new shed, 
picnic benches, shelf racking, filing cabinets etc. 

Emails:  

 Area Office – Formartine Community Council 
Forum minutes 

 Claire Robertson – Tidy Village application 

 Police Scotland - Aberdeenshire & Moray Division 
Senior Management Changes 

 CVSA - Aberdeenshire Third Sector Interface 
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Amalgamation UPDATE 

 R Berl – Ythan Project Volunteers June minutes 

 R Berl – Forward emails from YPV re 
pesticides/water sampling 

 Claire Robertson – review of scheme of 
establishment of community councils 

 BT – notification that payphone enquiry will go to 
consultation 

 Scottish Health council – review of Aberdeen 
Royal Infirmary 

 Tom Piper – Crown Estate visit 

 Amanda Dickson – Road closure Collieston Gala 

 Carol Crawford – Community Council budgets 

 Tracey Cochrane – Formartine delegated lists 

 Fiona Thomson - Aberdeenshire Main Issues 
Report Addendum 2014 

 Liz Troup – Formartine Safety Group meeting 20
th
 

august 

 Insignia Ltd – World War 1 Centenary 
Commemoration 

 Sophie Humphries – Play Park optimisation 
consultation 

 Keep Scotland Beautiful – Climate Challenge 
Fund update 

 P Meehan – Aberdeenshire Gaelic language plan 

 Various re CASCT 

 Aberdeenshire Volunteer Centre – Aberdeenshire 
Third Sector Interface Amalgamation update 

 SITA end of project evaluation 

Post: 

 Area Office – Committee Papers for 2
nd

 
September 2014 

 Ellie Ingram – Collieston Connections Quiz 
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donation 

 Meg Wallace – Art Exhibition donation 

 Aberdeenshire Council Planning – Public Access 
Register 

 Aberdeenshire Council – renewal of gambling 
licence 

 SITA – SITA funding acknowledgment plaque 

 Aberdeenshire Council Finance – BACS Grant 
from Community Development Group 

 
Treasurer’s 

Report 

Huib was unable to attend the meeting, but had circulated 
a summary of the accounts.  The current balance in the 
bank being £13,527 – CATs having £1,286. Recent 
deposits from grant funding have yet to be shown on 
statements – these are £726.00 in respect of the blinds 
and cupboard for playgroup and £485.88 for the 
defibrillator cabinet and stair gate.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
Community 

Centre 

 Unfortunately the “snagging list” of work outstanding from 
the refurbishment project has still to be done.  There are 
also additional new problems of leaks from the roof that 
have developed.  Despite numerous phone calls and 
emails nothing has been done, and members felt it might 
now be appropriate to make a complaint to the Property 
Department.  

Coastal Café’s “order hooks” in the hall need to be 
removed as they are a potential hazard. 

Andrew offered to fit the new concertina doors when they 
arrive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grass cutting 

 This continues to be a problem.  The current grass cutter 
is affordable, but does not pick up the grass or give a low 
cut.  Various options discussed but no long term solution 
reached. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
AGM 

arrangements 

 
All Community Councillors were asked to attend and to 
help with running the event. 

 
 
 
 
 

Recurring items  Planning – an application had been submitted for 
a new house at Willow Croft. APP/2014/2975 
Erection of Dwellinghouse Land Adjacent to 
Easter Brogan Collieston AB41 8RY. The 
Community made no representation or comment 
on the application. 

 Pier – a curry night will be held in the hall in mid-
October and a craft fair at the Kirk Centre in 
November. 

 Work party planned for the weekend to move the 
bags of grit. 

 Well Being – Sheena had distributed cards and 
gifts for events including new families in the 
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community, babies and bereavements. Sheena 
passed on receipts for expenses to Sally for Huib. 
 

 
AOCB 

 
 Formartine in Bloom – Trish had submitted a 

description of Collieston’s Floral Trail in advance of 
the judges visiting the village.  Results will be 
announced later in the year. 
 
 Signs for walkers from Cotehill had been discussed 

at the Forvie panel meeting that week.  It had also 
been hoped that Aberdeenshire Council might 
contribute funding toward the restoration of some of 
the paths.   
 

 There have been no developments about the Feu 
Path 
 

 Bonfire Night set for Saturday 8
th
 November.  A 

different format was suggested and this was to be 
discussed at the next meeting.  A licence 
application will be submitted. 
 

 A provisional date for a Community Council Pub 
Night was arranged.   
 

 A question had been asked regarding helicopter 
flying over the village being too low.  This will be 
carried over to the next meeting. 
 

 

 
 

 
Date of Next 

Meeting 
Wednesday 1

st
 October 2014 at 7pm 

 


