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 Slains and Collieston Community Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8
th
 January 2014  

 
Present:  Roger Berl, Sally Sheehan, Julie Swan, Nicole Bell, Andrew Davidson, Nora 
Harper, Charles Esson, Suzie Stewart, Alex Stewart,  

 

Apologies:  Huib Attema, Sheena Junor, Trish Davidson, David and Chris Stewart, Councillors 
Rob Merson and Richard Thomson 

 

In attendance:  Annette Holland Senior Community Learning and Development Worker, 
Constable Linda Watt, Police Scotland 

 

 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 

 
Approve minutes 

 
Proposed by Nicole Bell, seconded by Nora Harper 

 

 
Matters Arising 

 

  

 CATs had had a very successful and enjoyable 
outing to Edinburgh at the start of the year.  The 
Community Council were looking forward to 
seeing photographs of the trip on the website.  
Nothing known yet about plans for this year’s 
Coastal Café.  

 It was believed that the proposal to develop 
Blackhills Croft was not to go ahead.  

 
 
 CATs 

Police Scotland Constable Watt advised the meeting that although 
perpetrators of a number of stolen motor vehicles had 
been apprehended, there was still a need for the 
community to remain vigilant.  Opportunistic thieves target 
rural households where doors are often left unlocked with 
keys easily accessible.  
 
Constable Watt passed on a number of “101” cards to be 
circulated in the community. The cards inform people of 
how to call the police in non emergency situations.  

 
 

Secretary’s 
Report and 

Correspondence 

Correspondence to 7
th
 January 2014 

Emails: 

Vicky McDonald Scottish Health Council Patient Focus 

Public Involvement Strategy 2014 – 2016 

Councillor Jim Gifford Christmas Greetings from the leader 

of Aberdeenshire Council 

Roger Berl Gala outturn 2013 

Susan McNeill Youth Scotland Insurance premium 

Kirsty Chalmers NESTRANS Consultation on the 

prioritisation of interventions to be delivered through the 

Strategic Transport Fund 

Meghan Cumming Scottish Government  

Draft Scottish Government Good Practice Principles for 

Community Benefits from Onshore Renewable Energy 

Developments 
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Carol Crawford FCCF Minute November 2013 

Roger Berl Thank you email from Jack and Lynda Page 

Carol Crawford Scottish Rural Parliament 

Scottish Government Scottish Government Consultation: 

Good Practice Principles for Community Benefits from 

Onshore Renewable Energy Developments 

 
 

 

Aberdeenshire Sports Council - Sports Awards Evening 
 
Mathew Watt Collieston Feu path 
 
Vicky McDonald Scottish Health Council  VSA newsletter 
NHS 24 Newsletter 
 
 
 
Police Scotland Review of Traffic Warden Service 
Provision 
 
Roger Berl YPV 28.11.13 minutes 
 
Sarah MacPherson Burns supper 
 
All sounds Disco  Re Gala 
 
Carol Crawford Community Councils and Planning 
Partnerships 
 
Sian Earlam Collieston Café Ice Skating Trip 
 
Post: 
 
“Ramp up the Red” – British Heart Foundation fundraising 
campaign.  

 
 

 

Glasdon equipment catalogue 

Alan Bell, Aberdeenshire Council – notification that 

elections for young people to be co- opted on to 

Community Councils are to continue in Aberdeenshire 

schools. 

The Community Council agreed that it wanted to support 

the BHF fundraising campaign, following their generous 

grant award toward the cost of the second defibrillator. A 

collection box would be available at the Burns Supper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community 
Council 
 
 
 

 
Schoolhouse 

update 

Roger had received an email from a member of the 
community who was a member of playgroup.  The person 
felt that playgroup had not been kept informed or 
consulted about the hall development, and that some of 
the changes would prove detrimental.  It was pointed out 
that Sally and Nicole had met with the Playgroup Chair, 
Manager and play worker in October and had provided the 
information available to the Community Council at that 
time. A subsequent email from the Council Surveyor, 
giving more information had also been passed on to 
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playgroup via Nicole.  

Annette informed the meeting that Glynis Buchan, 
Community Leisure Officer had written to all user groups to 
let them know that the slapping (break through from 
schoolhouse to hall) was to take place on Monday 27

th
 

January.  All equipment from the hall is to be removed by 
Friday 24

th
 January – with the exception of what will be 

required for Burns Supper on the 25
th
. 

Part of the work will be to remove the old hall floor and 
cupboards, necessitating removal of all the existing 
equipment.  However the new floor will include insulation 
which should improve room temperatures. Nora asked 
whether it might be possible to include under floor heating 
while the work was being done.  Sally was to contact the 
new Surveyor or Property Inspector to ask whether this 
might be achievable.  The type of new floor covering to be 
used is unknown at present, however the expectation is 
that it will be non slip and washable.  

Concerns were expressed that the building works had 
created hazards, with nails causing punctures and slates 
being thrown down while playgroup was on.  This would 
also be passed on the Property Inspector. A question was 
asked whether the garden area was accessible at the 
present time.  It was felt by all present that the area was 
essentially a building site at the moment, and should not 
be used. 

The old corrugated iron shed; currently used by playgroup 
to store their outdoor play equipment has been 
condemned as unsafe and would be removed by the 
contractors.  Annette explained that the Community 
Council do not have a financial responsibility for the 
building and that it will be up to individual groups to 
provide replacement sheds, shelving etc if they feel it is 
required.  

It was expected that a user group meeting would take 
place while the works were proceeding to enable joint 
planning of how to make best use of the new space. Users 
will be allocated storage and wall space. 

The Community Council have told Property that it is 
essential that the new open area must be safe for young 
children, whether this involves concertina type doors, 
partitions etc. There are concerns about how large pieces 
of equipment might be moved from the lower area in the 
schoolhouse into the hall, but hopefully these can be 
worked through to everyone’s satisfaction.  

Yoga had asked whether there might be draughts coming 
from the opened area, but it was felt more likely that any 
draughts might go from the hall into the schoolhouse area!  

Annette said that any groups wanting to continue their 
activities while the hall was out of commission could be 
allocated temporary space elsewhere – possibly Slains 
School, Ellon Community Centre, the Ythan Centre or 
Esslemont. Groups should apply to either Annette, Glynis 
Buchan on Ellon Community Centre (727910).  Playgroup 

 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CLO, 
SCLDW, 
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will relocate to Esslemont while the hall is unavailable.  

 
Feedback from 

Christmas 
events 

 The Senior Citizens Christmas lunch at Newburgh 
Golf Club had been a great success.  Thanks 
given to Julie, Mick etc for their organisation and 
entertainment.  The Golf Club will be booked 
again for the 6

th
 December.  

 The Christmas tree had been larger than usual 
and as a result had been badly battered by the 
elements.  The lights had also been destroyed by 
the wind and weather. Auchmacoy will be asked 
to provide a smaller tree next year.  Sally said that 
Mick had had the old lights repaired and that they 
could be used in future. 

 Carols around the tree on 22
nd

 December had 
gone very well with everyone enjoying the event 
and hospitality at the hall. Thanks to Suzie and 
Nicole for organising.  

 The Round Table’s visit with Santa’s Sleigh had 
also been very popular.  Suzie had passed on the 
Secretary’s details for a thank you letter to be 
sent to the group.  

 The Children’s Santa Surprise at Smuggler’s 
Cone had also been a great success.  

 
 
 
 
Mick 
Sheehan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Event Planning  

 Burns – arrangements are progressing well.  
Nicola Twine is organising the evening.   10 
Trifles will be needed – Julie is to ask for 
volunteers.  Nora and Sarah MacPherson have 
already offered.  

 Gala – Roger told the group about the planning 
meeting the previous month.  IronBroo are not 
available for the Ceilidh on the new Gala date.  
Nicole or Suzie will ask Scott Thompson if his 
band might be available.           

 Regarding raffle prizes, Sally will ask Paul Ritchie 
if he might be willing to donate a picture for the 
raffle. The possibility of having prizes of iPads or 
Kindles was also discussed. 

 
Nicola 
Twine/Julie 
Swan 
 
 
 
Nicole/Suzie 
 
 
 
 
 
Sally 

 
Financial update 

 Neither Huib nor Trish Davidson were able to be present, 
so this item to be held over until February.  

 
Huib/Trish 
 
 

Pier and 
Harbour 

Roger informed the meeting about developments at the 
latest Pier Group meeting.  The group have decided to 
apply to become a SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation)  A SCIO will have a number of benefits 
which include having charitable status, a legal identity for 
the group which it currently lacks and more robust 
governance.  The new group is to be called Friends of 
Collieston’s Harbour Heritage.  
 
At the present time the group are developing their 
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Constitution which will be forwarded to the Office of the 
Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) for approval.  Subject 
to this being accepted, the group will then move toward 
appointing Trustees and opening membership.  Sally will 
be working with David and Chris Stewart on the 
Constitution, they will also produce information to be 
circulated among the community.  
 
During the discussion, a point was raised about 
protection/liability of Trustees. This has proved to be a 
major difficulty in the past for  the Harbour Trustees as the 
Act was established before the necessity to be aware of 
potential litigation.  Provided Trustees act in a responsible 
manner and are not negligent in their duties, they are 
protected for personal liability in the event of a problem.   
 
Roger asked the Community Council whether there might 
be any objections to Community Council members also 
being Trustees of the new group.  No one felt there would 
be a problem, provided that any interests were declared 
when any potentially contentious issues might be 
discussed.  
 
Charles asked whether Councillors, as Harbour Trustees 
would still attend meetings.  It was agreed that they could, 
and that this would be welcomed.  
 

Planning APP/2013/4087 Application for alterations to House 2 
Cotehill Steading, Slains AB41 8RX. Erection of Ancillary 
Granny Flat and Extension to Dwellinghouse.  The 
Community Council made no representation on the above 
planning application.  

 

Work Parties 
 

Thanks were extended to Craig Swan who had taken 
down the Christmas tree and cut it up, and also to Andrew 
Davidson and Michael Bell who were to remove the tree, 
the broken play park shed and a broken bench. 
 
Sally was to pursue our application to the Formartine 
Partnership for a replacement bench.  
 
Andrew reported that a large section of fencing had been 
blown down during the recent storms.  It was unclear 
whose land the fence is on so the Factor was to be 
contacted in the first instance.  

 
 

Blether Plan to issue the next Blether sometime in February to 
inform the Community about the Schoolhouse and also the 
new SCIO. 

 

Well Being Sheena was unwell, a report will be held over until the next 
meeting.  

 
 

AOCB Sally told the meeting that her family had obtained the 
lease of the Glebe field opposite the Community Centre to 
be used as a dog free area.  The field will still be 
accessible for Gala, and there is no problem with the 
floorboards being kept there.  An offer was made that 
playgroup can also make use of the field as a safe 
enclosed area, if they would like too.  
 
Alternative venue to be found for the next meeting as soon 
as possible – Slains School being the first option.  
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Date of Next 

Meeting 
Wednesday 5

th
 February at 7pm – venue to be confirmed 

 


