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 Slains and Collieston Community Council 
 

Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th November 2012 
 

Present:  Sarah Macpherson, Sally Sheehan, Huib Attema, Roger Berl, Councillor Isobel Davidson, 
Sheena Junor, Suzi Stewart, Susan Taylor, Trish Cowie, Nicole Bell, Julie Swan, Nora Harper, 
Charles Esson. 
 
Apologies:  Councillor Rob Merson, Councillor Richard Thomson 
 
In Attendance:  Annette Holland, Senior Community Learning and Development Worker, Inspector 
John McCluskey, Grampian Police. 
 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION 
Grampian Police 

 
Inspector McCluskey was welcomed to the meeting.   
Currently visiting all Community Councils in Formartine in 
his new post, now that Inspector Pratt has retired.  Inspector 
McCluskey has had a varied career, working across 
Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen city in a variety of roles. 
 
Reported theft of heating oil in the village is undergoing 
investigation.  There has also been a campaign to reducing 
speeding in Formartine.   
A question was asked about what the policy was for dealing 
with mud on the roads.  Inspector McCluskey replied that 
although legislation is in place to address significant 
problems, there is almost never a problem, as farmers are 
very good at clearing the roads after working in the fields. 
 

 

Approve minutes 
 

 Proposed by Roger Berl, seconded by Sheena Junor 
 
 

 

Matters Arising No follow up has been received yet following last month’s 
presentation about the future of Slains Kirk.  It is understood 
that an extraordinary meeting is to take place later in the 
week to discuss Kirk matters.  
 
Suzi Stewart kindly offered to oversee distribution of the 
remaining Jubilee medals for secondary age pupils. 
 
The Stewart family had done a great job of delivering the 
latest Blether in High Town. 
 
The funding bid for the schoolhouse had still to be 
completed.  It had proved very difficult to find contractors 
who were either willing to submit a quote and who were also 
on the list of approved supplier to the Council.  Two bids had 
been received – with very differing quotes, but a third was 
still needed. Councillor Davidson offered to help expedite 
the matter. 
 
Sarah had noticed that notices in the noticeboards had been 
badly affected by rainwater and hoped this was not because 
of leaks. 
 
There had not been an opportunity yet to follow up the Multi 
Media account situation regarding the PA system, however 
Annette mentioned there might be a chance of a PA system 
being acquired as a community resource for the Ellon area. 
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Surveys are currently being conducted regarding the 
renewable energy scheme.  The aim is to target 200 
households across NE Scotland.  
 
The Bonfire and Fireworks evening had gone very well and 
had been a big success.  Thanks were expressed to all who 
had helped, particularly the fireworks “firers” - Pete Somner, 
Mike Earlam and David Milne. 
A concern had been raised about a used firework falling 
onto someone’s clothing.  Next year’s planning will have to 
bear this in mind. 
Bar takings had been £254.80 with another £59 in raffle 
sales.  
 
Suzi commented that there had been an agreement about 
CATs contribution to Gala funds. Sian Earlam may be able 
to provide details about this.  
 
Some arrangements are still needed for planning the Burns 
supper but a meeting of organisers will take place after the 
Senior Citizens party has past. 
 
CASCT had had a recent meeting to plan their next steps. 
Information was to be circulated in the near future. 
 
50 copies of Ellie Ingram’s book have been purchased by 
the Community Council. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
Sally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CASCT 

Senior Citizens 
Party 

 

Julie Swan had the list of eligible people to be invited to the 
Senior citizens party on 8

th
 October.  Everyone was asked to 

add or amend the list for any changes. Everyone who was 
invited last year would remain on the list, but the only new 
names to be added are people who are over age 65. 
Invitations were to be sent out very soon. 
Possibility of three mini Santas this year!  
Nora and Sheena offered to be volunteer drivers if required. 

 
 
 
JS 
 
 
 
NH, SJ 

Christmas Trish Cowie offered to organise the early evening event – 
Carols and Santa etc. on 15

th
 December, but as she will be 

working more helpers will be needed. 
Carols round the tree at 6.30pm then to the hall. 
Young people in Ellon have a “DJ” social enterprise, they 
will be asked to provide a disco for the first part of the 
evening. Minimal cost.  This will be followed by the raffle, 
bar etc. 
 
Sarah asked everyone if they could help source hampers to 
fill and also donated goods.  Sarah’s parents at Bay view, 
Susan Taylor and Trish Cowie would all be happy to receive 
the donations. 

TC 
CC 
volunteers 
 
 
Sally 

Treasurer’s 
report 

Huib had submitted the approved accounts to 
Aberdeenshire Council and also to Ken Ingram for the 
website. 
Community Council has £21,006.00 
The Pier had £18k. 
Huib will provide an itemised breakdown of calendar sales 
following a request from Susan Taylor – however sales are 
into profit! 
Sarah mentioned that there are still calendars available, with 
special Slains & village rate of 5 for £20. 

 
 
 
 
 
HA 

Secretary’s 
Report and 

The Community Council had wanted the young people who 
had worked in the Coastal Café to be presented with their 
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Correspondence Saltire Award certificates by a notable person.  Councillor 
Merson had helped to contact Alex Salmond’s office to 
make enquiries.  
 
As the First Minster’s time to visit communities is very 
limited, Annette Holland had suggested that the young 
people might be able to meet him at Holyrood instead.  This 
is being investigated, but all Community Councillors thought 
it would be a great experience for the young people. 
 
 
Post: 

 50 copies of Old Collieston and Slains 

 Information Commissioner’s Office - Data Protection 
Renewal notice  

 Aberdeenshire Council – Corporate Services – 
Public Entertainment Licence – Cransdale Car Park 

 Mental Welfare Commission – Annual Report 

 Aberdeenshire Council – Aberdeenshire Local 
Development Plan 

 Aberdeenshire Council – alcohol Licence 3
rd

 
November 

 Grampian Police -  Formartine Local policing update 

 Ted Bartlett – Thank you card for wedding gift 

 Aberdeenshire Council – Committee papers for 
meeting on 30

th
 October 

 Alan Bell, Corporate Services, Aberdeenshire 
Council – Co-option of young persons onto 
Community Councils. 

 SNH – Autumn/Winter magazine 

 Aberdeen Grasscutters – Invoice 

 Youthlink Scotland – membership and insurance 
renewal notice. 

 Baker Ross raffle tickets 
 

Email: 

 Rod Gunson - NEW Renewable Heating Community 
Partnership comes to Formartine 

 Robert McGregor - Delegated Planning Apps List for 
September 2012 

 Carol Crawford - National Planning Framework 3 
and Scottish Planning Policy: Engagement 

 Rod Gunson - Formartine Partnership Ltd AGM 
7.00pm 21 November 2012 

 Robert McGregor - Community Council Short-Life 
Working Group 

 Carol Crawford - Formartine Community Council 
Minute of 5 September 2012 

 National Planning Framework 3 and Scottish 
Planning Policy: Engagement 

 Inspector Pratt – thanks to Community Council for 
card and good wishes 

 Inspector Pratt - Contact details for new Formartine 
Inspector 

 Mark Mitchell - Consultation on Joint 
Commissioning Strategy for Older People 2012-
2022 

 Mark Mitchell - Health Walk Leaders 

 Mark Mitchell - Pilot youth bus fares initiative - 
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Banff- Aberdeen bus corridor 

 Colin Gray - Offer of assistance to develop 
community resilience plans in Grampian 

 Public Entertainment Licensing - Variation of 
Resolution 

 Mark Mitchell - Formartine Community Plan 2010- 
2014 (2012 Update) 

 Roger Berl - YPV next meeting 

 Mark Mitchell - Previous email - Poster Amendment 

Pier and 
Harbour 

Trish told the meeting that pier meetings will now be held on 
the last Monday of each month. 
Alternative quotes for repairs had had to be sought following 
the unfortunate death of the previous contractor. Contractors 
in Peterhead may be able to take on the work.  
The sign on the slipway had been taken down for changes 
to the wording.  
A letter is to go out a the end of March concerning berths 
and donations. 
Councillor Davidson said that the Council have reviewed all 
groups which councillors sit on as Directors or Trustees.  
The Council will no longer accept liability for outside bodies 
due, among other things to insurance issues and liability. 
The situation with Collieston is being reviewed.as there is 
only one Trustee, and up to now that has been an 
Aberdeenshire Councillor. 

 

Planning 
Applications 

There had only been one application for a wind turbine at 
North Alehousehill.  The Community Council made no 
representation. 

 

Well Being  All in hand.  A number of new people had moved to the 
village recently, also some incidences of ill health. 

 

 
Any other 
business 

 
Sheena reminded everyone that there was to be a service 
for Remembrance Day the following Sunday at 1030. 
 
Suzi Stewart asked the Community Council for ideas for 
several young people looking to fundraise for their World 
Challenge trip.  Number of ideas came forward including car 
and window washing, car boot sales, ironing and possibly 
cutting the village grass! 
 
Roger reiterated thanks to everyone who had helped at 
Bonfire night. 
 
Huib thought it would be worth investigating whether the 
Multi Terrain Challenge could be extended into a half 
marathon. Trish is already running with this idea. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Date of Next 

Meeting 
Wednesday 5

th
 December 

 


